THE  FOUR  GEORGES
his pocket, off to the House until three or four in the
morning; then home to a hot supper for two or three
hours more, to talk over what was to be done next day:
—and wine, and wine. Scarcely up next morning,
when ctat-tat-tat', twenty or thirty people one after
another, and the horses walking before the door from
two till sunset, waiting for him. It was enough to kill
a man—it was murder."1
In the midst of these disturbed years George III died,
and the Regent became King in name as well as in fact.
This change, although it necessitated a general election,
would have had little political effect had it not been for
the  complication   of  the  new  monarch's  matrimonial
position.   Upon hearing of her husband's accession to the
throne, Caroline announced her intention of returning to
England, and she was confirmed in this attitude by the
exclusion of her name from the Prayer Book.   From the
beginning she was used by the Opposition as a stick with
which to beat the Government, for, as Canning put it,
"Faction had marked her for its own"; even her legal
adviser, Brougham, did not believe in her.   Brougham,
indeed, had no other object but his own advancement,
and he was as ready to sell Caroline to the Cabinet as the
Cabinet to Caroline.   When the King fell ill, and it was
clear that his death would be followed by a settlement,
Brougham wrote: "I never prayed so heartily for a Prince
before."2   Theodore Hook expressed the general attitude
towards Brougham very well:
There is he whom the7 call
Squire Brougham of Brougham Hall
Who would pass for a man of condition;
1	Rose, J. H,: Life of William Pitt, Vol. II, p. 531.
2	Creevey Papers^ Vol. I, p. 297.
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